
(This issue contains both my report and 
the report from the follow-up work.)

Trip to Ghana
Our trip to Ghana was uneventful..  Rick 

and Joanne Barnett from  Coleman, Texas 
joined us on the trip to Ghana, and were 
an enormous help, especially with the daily 
personal work.  We arrived in Accra on 
August 14, 2012 and were met by Andy 
Ben Kwofie and Francis Mensah.  These 
are evangelists who are supported by the 
Oldham Lane Church of Christ.  Since it was 
late, we spent the night at the Baptist Mission 
Guest House in Accra.  The following day 
we exchanged currency in Accra and then 
traveled to Suhum.  The road that should 
have been the shortest in distance was in a 
very terrible condition, and so we had to take 
another much longer route to Suhum. We 
completed the journey in about five hours.

General Plan for the Seminars
This was the third year for the seminar 

program.  The primary goal of this program 
is to help the churches mature in their 
understanding of Scripture as well as their 
commitment and obedience to the com-
mands of the New Covenant.  The curriculum 
has been published as books in Ghana as 
well as the USA.  The Oldham Lane Church 

of Christ has funded these missions and the 
printing of the books for the Ghanaians.  
The books used in the seminars have been 
very popular because the vast majority of 
Ghanaians do not have sufficient funds to buy 
books.  In recent years, they have found that 
it has been very hard to find biblical material 
suitable for the churches of Christ to use in 
Ghana.

The plan had been to meet annually with a 
church, staying 3 days each time, and doing 
this for a total of three years.  After that the 
process would restart at year 1 for another 
group of churches.  Seminars were presented 
in the morning and the evening.  Janet taught 
a special ladies’ class each morning.  In the 
afternoon we did personal work in hopes of 
bringing back the backsliders and converting 
more people, especially relatives of those who 
were members.
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Seminar at Suhum
The Seminar at Suhum was August 16-18.  

The total attendance was 594, with 193 men, 
242 woman, and 159 children.  There were 11 
baptisms.

Seminar at Asuokaw
The Seminar at Asuokaw was August 20-22.  

The total attendance was 619, with 170 men, 
299 women, and 150 children.  There were 
6 baptisms and one restoration.  In addition, 
at the request of the leaders at Asuokaw, a 
new church was planted at a village called 
Odumase.

Rick and Joanne Barnett worked with 
us through this time and then travelled to 
Beahu in the Western Region to work with 
the church there that their congregation has 
helped greatly over the past few years.  Daniel, 
the preacher at Beahu, also came and helped 
us with these seminars this year.  Daniel 
personally helped the Barnetts in their travels 
to Beahu and then to Accra.

Seminar at Asamankese
The Seminar at Asamankese was August 

24-26.  The total attendance was 647, with 
257 men, 267 women, and 123 children.  
There were 3 baptisms and 2 restorations.  
One church was established in a village called 
Brekumanso.

Summary
In total, there were 1860 participants in all 

the three seminars.  There were 20 baptisms 
and 3 restorations.  There were 2 churches 
planted at the request of the host churches.

Over these three years, the Ghanaian 
preachers have seen a great improvement in 
these churches, not only in numerical growth, 
but also growth in maturity of the individual 
members.  They felt strongly that the theme of 
these seminars, that is “Christian Maturity,” 
was certainly realized.  They all ask sincerely 
that these seminars be continued with other 
churches of Christ in Ghana.

The Ghanaian preachers noted that the 
brethren were more attentive and no one 
was sleeping during the presentations.  In 
addition, the participants asked a number 
of good questions during the seminars and 
seemed to be much more serious this time.  
In addition, there were no litigations or 
squabbles among the brethren.

All the Ghanaians were very thankful for 
these programs, not only to us who taught, 
but especially to the Oldham Lane Church of 
Christ who has sponsored so much work in 
Ghana.

Follow-up Report
As usual, the Oldham Lane Church of 

Christ, as part of their support for this 
program, also sponsors a follow-up visit to 
all the churches involved in the most recent 
seminar.  Andy Ben Kwofie and Francis 
Mensah did their visitations to these churches 
again two months after we left Ghana.

Suhum

The preacher and the leaders of the Suhum 
Church of Christ felt that the seminars over 
the last three years have been good for the 
church.  They said that the book, The Arrogant 
Journey, had opened their minds to so many 
things and answered many questions that 
were bothering them.  The Suhum leaders 
pleaded that the team come back again to 
Suhum in the future.  They were very thankful 
to the Oldham Lane Church of Christ for 
sponsoring this program and hoped that 
Oldham would continue this sponsorship.

Asuokaw

The Asuokaw church echoed what the 
Suhum church had said, and added that 
the book, The Arrogant Journey, had been 
adopted as their Bible class material.  In 
addition, the evangelism that was done 
during the seminar had encouraged them 
to participate in evangelism regularly.  They 
were thankful for the new church that was 
planted.  They greatly appreciated the daily 

evangelism of the Barnetts while they were 
there.  The women also expressed their 
appreciation for the special lessons Janet had 
written and presented to them.  They also 
appreciated all the teaching that was done for 
the church.  They said that the program had 
been a blessing for the church.  As Suhum 
asked, they also asked that the team come 
back to Asuokaw in the future.  They were 
thankful for all the members of the Oldham 
Lane Church of Christ for all the support 
of this program, and sincerely hoped the 
program can continue for other churches.

Asamankese

Two of the leaders at the Asamankese 
Church of Christ wept tears of joy over the 
seminars that were held there.  Indeed, the 
churches in Asamankese area were alienated 
against each other, but now they are at peace.  
They felt the book, The Arrogant Journey, had 
helped them understand so many things.  
They felt that the three years with them had 
been fruitful and beneficial.

Conclusion

The evangelists all see positive results from 
the three years we spent with these churches.  
They are convinced that strengthening the 
existing churches is more important now 
than planting more churches.  They see it as 
yielding good fruit.

They are very thankful to the elders, 
deacons, preachers, teachers, and members 
of the Oldham Lane Church of Christ for 
the great love they have shown to “the poor 
dying souls of Africa.”  They greatly thank us 
all and wish the blessings of God upon us.  
They ask that Oldham Lane Church of Christ 
continue this work for the other churches we 



have planted over these many years.  They 
finish by say, “God bless you all.”

My Own Summary
I wish to also thank God for giving us the 

strength to conclude these three years of 
seminars with these churches.  Lord willing, 
we will conclude the three years seminars with 
other churches.  It has been nearly three years 
of enormous work, especially since we had 
to compose the curriculum for those three 
years.  It now appears that the curriculum as 
well as the repeated visits really helped these 
churches.

In am in great debt to the Ghanaian 
evangelists who helped us with these seminars.  
All the preparation, all the translation from 
English to Twi, all the trouble-shooting, and 
all the follow-up was from these Ghanaian 
Evangelists.  They were the ones who, though 
God’s working, were able to bring peace to all 
the churches in the Asamankese area and this 
was a tremendous work for Christ’s Kingdom.

***************************
Lydia Korsah, Christian, Translator for 

Janet at the Women’s Seminar, and our cook.  
Her son, Simon, was dying of lymphoma, 

but OLCC helped Simon get chemotherapy 
and now he is  greatly improved.  Thank you 

OLCC!!!

Rick and Joanne Barnett from Coleman 
Church of Christ with Daniel from the 
Beahu Church of Christ.  Wonderful 

workers in Christ’s Kingdom!

Andy Ben Kwofie and Vic Vadney beside the 
van.  This van was provided for campaigns 
in Ghana by a church of Christ in the USA.  
By renting this van, we save a lot of money 
since it is not for profit.  Lydia found this 

van for us.

Janet Vadney with one of her classes in 
Suhum.  The ladies were always very grateful 
that they had classes especially designed for 

them.

Francis Mensah from Essiama is a tireless 
worker.  He and Andy work so hard to make 
the seminars a success.  This includes all the 
preparations as well as the all of the follow-
up.  The excellent results are of the seminars 

is due to their amazing work!

Vic Vadney teaching  at Suhum.  No 
sleepers!  The message was well-received and 

the question-answer sessions were serious 
and productive.

A very large turnout in Suhum.



There were very large turnouts in Asuokaw.    
Here Vic is teaching the morning session to 
the men.  There were so may inside that we 

have problems moving about.

Notice the New Construction at Asuokaw.  
So many people came at night that we ran 

out of seats and chairs.

We had large turnouts in Asamankese.  The  
Christians there repeated thanked the team 
for bring peace among the churches in this 

area.

Brother and Sister G. N. Tetteh with G. N’s 
aged father who was baptized only a few 

weeks before this picture.  His baptism was a 
source of great joy in this family!

Look closely at this tree.  It is estimated to 
be between 400-500 years old.  It is 66 meters 
high and has a diameter of 3.22 meters.  Its 
girth is 10.11 meters.  It is thought to be the 
largest tree in Africa.  This tree was alive long 
before the USA was established.

The legend is that when a hunter named 
Yaw Andoh discovered it, he fainted when he 
saw it.  The first person to try to cut it down 
with an ax died immediately.  When someone 
tried to cut it down with a chain saw, that 
also failed and the tree healed itself.  The scar 
when the chain saw cut the tree can still be 
seen today.

Of no surprise is the table at the base of 
this enormous tree.  It is to leave gifts to the 
tree and to pour out libations to this ancient 
tree with supposed great powers.  Yes, the 
tree is an idol.

The vast majority of Christians in Ghana 
are only one generation from idolatry.  They 
have to battle this, for all their ancestors were 
idolaters.  Idolatry is everywhere in their 
culture and is expressed in its essence when 
an idolater dies.  This is one of the greatest 
battles, and the Christians always try to 
make sure the funeral of a Christian is not 
performed in a pagan manner.

Look up the trunk of this massive tree—
you cannot see its top, but you can see the 
heavens where God rules over even massive 
trees and ancient trees like this one.

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, you have 
done so much to help Ghanaians to come 
out of idolatry and trust in Jesus Christ as 
their only Savior.  Without the support of 
the Oldham Lane Church of Christ, these 
efforts to convert and to mature Christians in 
Ghana could never have been done.  There 
are thousands upon thousands of people who 
have been touched by the mission efforts of 
the Oldham Lane Church of Christ.  You 
have, through your support of these efforts, 
snatched more people that anyone can count 
out of the clutches of Satan and brought 
them into the saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ.  You have helped so many become 
mature Christians as you have supported 
these seminars for the last three years.  May 
God richly bless you in eternity for this great 
love you have shown to the Ghanaians and to 
Jesus Christ!!


